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Symbolic Interactionism Communication Theory
Symbolic interactionism is a micro-level theory which involves the relationships that exist among individuals within a given society. On the same note, communication focuses on the exchange of meaning with the help of language and symbols. Besides, George Herbert Mead (1863-1931) is the founder of this theory, and later he formulated concepts that governed this theory (Denzin, 2016). First, human beings interact with the things which are based on meanings derived from those things. Second, the derived meaning of things comes from the interactions between others and the entire society. Third, the meaning of things and interactions is interpreted by individuals when dealing with things in specific circumstances. This paper will discuss the importance of symbolic interactionist theory, its important findings and how it has influenced other studies and its reflection.
The Importance of Symbolic Interactionist Theory
One importance of the symbolic interactionist theory as that it enhances socialization. Through the process of socialization, the needs of the society are fulfilled. In an institutional set-up, students are expected to learn values, norms, and skills that they are supposed to apply in the general society. According to Rock (2016), schools and institutions are critical since they achieve to produce all-rounded students who can comfortably fit in any given context. Through the teaching of these values, norms, and skills, the process of socialization is enhanced. As a result, critical issues and issues are freely discussed in the society. 
The second importance of the symbolic interactionist theory is that it incorporates symbols and communication through thoughts. Through the interaction processes, learners seek to identify meanings that are based on the interactions they have with others around them and the society around them. Thoughts are essential since they help individuals gain self-interaction and also internal dialogues within themselves (Henson, 2015). This theory also involves communication patterns and practices like labeling which affects the performances of students in the class. For that reason, learners can interpret the proper meanings of concepts which later influences their aspirations and motivation. 
Important Findings of Symbolic Interactionism Theory
One important finding in regards to the symbolic interactionist theory is that influences how teachers treat and handle girls and boys in the class. During the process of learning, many teachers and classroom instructors tend to praise boys frequently. However, teachers don't praise boys consciously but although this behavior has negative implications for girls. Girls tend to believe that the technical subjects are not meant for them, and they are not suited to perform well. As a result, girls continue to perform poorly in these subjects. Therefore, teachers have been encouraged to embrace better teaching methods that will change this contrary notion. Again, they are also encouraged to use strategies and messages that promote higher achievement and interest to change this notion. (Battey et al., 2007). 
Another critical finding regarding symbolic interactionism as a theory of communication is that teachers' views about their students affect the learning process. In respect to this theory, the teacher and learners interact for the learning process to be productive. When teachers may have the notion that their students are smart, they tend to spend more time with them by praising them when they give correct answers (Carter & Fuller, 2015). As a result, these students continue to learn more from their teacher's behavior. When teachers think that their students are less bright, they tend to spend less time with them and also act in ways that lead them to learn less. Also, teachers identify the bright and less bright students through the interaction processes. As a result, some labels are labeled and isolated since they lack the abilities to grasp concepts quickly. For that reason, teachers' views influence the modes that they use to deliver knowledge to their students.
Symbolic Interactionism Theory and Other Studies
In regards to other studies, symbolic interactionism has influenced constructivism. This study asserts that human beings cognitively construct it to be. According to Henson (2015), human beings develop different social constructs which are governed by interaction with others in the society. For that reason, this study is used to understand better what's defined as deviant within the society. In addition, this study asserts that knowledge is constructed under personal experiences and the impacts of the environment. These experiences and the impacts of the environment can be explained using the symbolic interactionism theory. 
Self-Reflection
The symbolic interactionism theory has shed more light on me in regards to communication. I have discovered that communication is a process which requires more than one person to be effective. Moreover, communication is an essential tool in learning since ideas and concepts are shared between learners and teachers. This has applied to my life since I have to be able to improve interaction with my fellow learners and the entire community. For that reason, I have accommodated the fact that interaction is vital in learning the society's' norms, values, and skills. Again, I have learned of the importance of integrating the interaction process into learning. Successful learning is characterized by interaction which allows easy interpretation of ideas, values, beliefs, and thoughts.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusively, the importance of symbolic interactionist theory as communication theory, its important findings and how it has influenced other studies and its reflection clearly show that this theory is fundamental in communication. Communication is essential in both the learning process that occurs both in the education context and in the society. For that reason, this theory should be accommodated in all social contexts for the benefit of achieving a free world where human beings can easily talk about issues that affect them.
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